JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org. In London the Hanse had its own guildhall and "Hanshouse," which protected its goods from weather and thieves.5 The buildings, including a dyehouse, wine cellar, and gardens "planted with vines and fruit trees stretching down to the riverside," were located at the corner of Cosin Lane and Windgoose Alley on the Wallbrook in Thames Street. In I320 the Hanse merchants rented additional houses in the area east of Windgoose Alley in the Steelyard, where the goods of the Hanse merchants were displayed when there was no room in their guildhall. Later they occupied rooms and cellars in the area adjoining the Steelyard, which was next to their old guildhall. All the Hanse towns were represented at this depot, and every member had to abide by the common rules and pay his share of the expenses. Women of loose morals and barbers and goldsmiths' apprentices were forbidden entrance to their yard, and no one was allowed to leave straw, "or mess, or other foulness about," under penalty of a fine. No fighting or ball playing was allowed, and none of their English friends could be brought in, lest they learn some of the Hanse trade secrets."
one German and the other English, because a German who became a citizen lost his membership in the Hanse.8 The English alderman, often the Mayor of London, acted as intermediary between the city authorities. and the Hanse and looked after its interests.9 The German alderman was the actual head of the Hanse. Responsible to both the city and the Hanse, he exercised certain important judicial powers at least as early as 1282.10 He administered the law in the mornspeech (the periodical assembly that the guild held the day after the guild feast), heard cases between members of the Hanse, and also cases between Hansards and Englishmen when the former were defendants. Only when a creditor could not collect his debt in the alderman's court was he free to have recourse to the city or higher courts."1 The Hanse factory enjoyed certain privileges, and while benefiting by English law, was quite independent of it. Everything, therefore, was favorable to Hanseatic commerce, and German merchants were hampered by no such restrictions as weighed, not only upon other foreigners, but upon the English themselves. 12 German merchants also engaged in many financial activities that resulted in further privileges."3 The failure of Edward III's Italian financiers, the Bardi, Frescobaldi, and Peruzzi,14 and the inability of English merchants immediately to take their place gave these merchants of the Hanse the opportunity to become financiers of the king and of the English merchants in whose names some of the great loans of the period were made.'5 For several 8 After the -formation of the Hanseatic League, German merchants continued to aid the needy English kings and thus retained their many rights and privileges.20 The merchants of the various English towns, of course, especially those of London, resented these privileges. They did not seek to prevent alien merchants from coming to England, because there was no one else able to take over the carrying trade by which they exchanged native produce for foreign wares. Foreign merchants, however, with the exception of the Hanse, were restricted to wholesale dealing with enfranchised traders, and were not allowed to trade among themselves or to have retail dealings with the body of English consumers.2' The English kings opposed any attempt to curtail the Hanse merchants, and increasing strife developed between the burgesses and aliens. As English trade expanded and English merchants grew more prosperous, ill will and jealousy against the Hanse merchants increased. They were accused of evading even the small import Relations between England and the Hanseatic League deteriorated rapidly in the second half of the fourteenth century when English merchants began to penetrate into areas that Germans had hitherto monopolized. By the end of the century the English formed a numerous and influential foreign colony in Danzig. Here they traded with the natives and foreigners, sold their goods both wholesale and retail, owned the houses in which they lived and the warehouses where they stored their goods, and organized themselves into a communal body.23 As long as English commercial activity was confined largely to the export of wool, English merchants transacted their business without venturing any great distances, since the cloth-manufacturing centers were mainly in the Low Countries. In the latter half of the fourteenth century, however, English manufacturers, aided by low wages, an export tax on wool, and an influx of skilled Flemish clothworkers, began to produce large quantities of cloth, and English merchants, who acquired a large share of this export trade, began to venture forth in every direction to seek new markets. A kind of anarchical state thus developed. "We don't know on the strength of which privileges you may send goods into this country," the Hanse merchants in London wrote to Liibeck.35 Moreover, the new liberties and rights that London won in the Good Parliament of I376, and from which only the Hanse had been exempted, were now to be applied to them also. In addition, the Hanse had to pay a considerably higher duty on the cloths and other goods that they exported. The government, however, agreed to accept security in lieu of the higher duties for the time being, perhaps an indication that they did not actually intend to abolish the privileges of the Hanse.36
The Here the governor, the Earl of Salisbury, received them cordially. Because of a heavy wind, they could not sail from Calais until November i8, and only arrived in London on November 2I. They went to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and on November 25 presented their requests. The next day they talked with the mayor and aldermen. As might have been expected, these men only made excuses when asked to help the envoys to obtain a restoration of the old charter.56 They said that they had many complaints against the Hanse about which they must consult others. The messengers suggested that this could be done privately without involving the government, but as the English contended that they could not finish presenting their complaints within the previously set time limit of eight days, the envoys turned to the most influential men of the council, the Duke of Lancaster, the Earls of Northumberland, Stafford, and Suffolk, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishops of Winchester, Bath, and Exeter, and the Chancellor, Sir Richard Le Scrope.57 The ensuing negotiations occupied many days. Part of the discussion was carried on with the royal council, and part, as the royal council was very busy, with a committee of four men taken from the council. The committee from the council received advice from the London merchants, while the Hanse envoys consulted with the merchants of the Steelyard. The envoys answered the specilfic complaints of the English as best they could, and again asked for the return of their privileges. If 
